PHILIPPIANS
(From the King James Version)

THE LETTER TO THE CHRISTIANS AT

PHILIPPI (From The New Testament in
Modern English by J. B. Phillips)

Chapter 1

"Paul and Timotheus, the servants of Jesus Christ,
to all the saints in Christ Jesus which are at Philippi,
with the bishops and deacons: *Grace be unto you,
and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord
Jesus Christ.

’I thank my God upon every remembrance of
you, *Always in every prayer of mine for you all
making request with joy, *For your fellowship in the
gospel from the first day until now; “Being confident
of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good
work in you will perform if until the day of Jesus
Christ:

"Even as it is meet for me to think this of you all,
because I have you in my heart; inasmuch as both in
my bonds, and in the defence and confirmation of the
gospel, ye all are partakers of my grace. *For God is
my record, how greatly I long after you all in the
bowels of Jesus Christ.

?And this I pray, that your love may abound yet
more and more in knowledge and in all judgment;
""That ye may approve things that are excellent; that
ye may be sincere and without offence till the day of
Christ; ''Being filled with the fruits of righteousness,
which are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory and praise
of God.

“But I would ye should understand, brethren, that
the things which happened unto me have fallen out
rather unto the furtherance of the gospel; "*So that my
bonds in Christ are manifest in all the palace, and in
all other places; '*And many of the brethren in the
Lord, waxing confident by my bonds, are much more
bold to speak the word without fear. "Some indeed
preach Christ even of envy and strife; and some also
of good will: "*The one preach Christ of contention,
not sincerely, supposing to add affliction to my
bonds: '"But the other of love, knowing that I am set
for the defence of the gospel. "*What then?
notwithstanding, every way, whether in pretence, or
in truth, Christ is preached; and I therein do rejoice,
yea, and will rejoice.

CHAPTER 1

1:1-2 - Paul and Timothy, true servants of Jesus
Christ, to the bishops, deacons and all true Christians at
Philippi, grace and peace from God our Father and Jesus
Christ the Lord!

1:3-6 - | thank God for you Christians at Philippi
whenever | think of you. My constant prayers for you are a
real joy, for they bring back to my mind how we have
worked together for the Gospel from the earliest days until
now. | feel sure that the one who has begun his good work
in you will go on developing it until the day of Jesus Christ.

1:7-11 - It is only natural that | should feel like this
about you all - you are very dear to me. For during the
time | was in prison as well as when | was out defending
and demonstrating the power of the Gospel we shared
together the grace of God. God knows how much | long,
with the deepest Christian love and affection, for your
companionship. My prayer for you is that you may have
still more love - a love that is full of knowledge and wise
insight. | want you to be able always to recognise the
highest and the best, and to live sincere and blameless
lives until the day of Jesus Christ. | want to see your lives
full of true goodness, produced by the power that Jesus
Christ gives you to the praise and glory of God.

1:12-18a - Now, concerning myself, | want you to
know, my brothers, that what has happened to me has, in
effect, turned out to the advantage of the Gospel. For, first
of all, my imprisonment means a personal witness for
Christ before the palace guards not to mention others who
come and go. Then, it means that most of our brothers,
somehow taking fresh heart in the Lord from the very fact
that | am a prisoner for Christ's sake, have shown far more
courage in boldly proclaiming the Word of God. | know that
some are preaching Christ out of jealousy, in order to
annoy me, but some are preaching him in good faith.
These latter are preaching out of their love for me. For
they know that God has set me here in prison to defend
our right to preach the Gospel. The motive of the former is
questionable - they preach in a partisan spirit, hoping to
make my chains even more galling than they would
otherwise be. But what does it matter? However they may
look at it, the fact remains that Christ is being preached,
whether sincerely or not, and that fact makes me very

happy.




¥For I know that this shall turn to my salvation
through your prayer, and the supply of the Spirit of
Jesus Christ, *’According to my earnest expectation
and my hope, that in nothing I shall be ashamed, but
that with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ
shall be magnified in my body, whether it be by life,
or by death.

*'For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.
*But if I live in the flesh, this is the fruit of my
labour: yet what I shall choose I wot not. **For I am
in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and
to be with Christ; which is far better: **Nevertheless
to abide in the flesh is more needful for you. **And
having this confidence, I know that I shall abide and
continue with you all for your furtherance and joy of
faith; **That your rejoicing may be more abundant in
Jesus Christ for me by my coming to you again.

*’Only let your conversation be as it becometh the
gospel of Christ: that whether I come and see you, or
else be absent, I may hear of your affairs, that ye
stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving
together for the faith of the gospel; *And in nothing
terrified by your adversaries: which is to them an
evident token of perdition, but to you of salvation,
and that of God. *For unto you it is given in the
behalf of Christ, not only to believe on him, but also
to suffer for his sake; **Having the same conflict
which ye saw in me, and now hear 7o be in me.

Chapter 2

'If there be therefore any consolation in Christ, if
any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if
any bowels and mercies, “Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be
likeminded, having the same love, being of one
accord, of one mind. *Let nothing be done through
strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each
esteem other better than themselves. ‘Look not every
man on his own things, but every man also on the
things of others. *Let this mind be in you, which was
also in Christ Jesus:

1:18b-26 - Yes, and | shall go on being very happy, for
| know that what is happening will be for the good of my
own soul, thanks to your prayers and the resources of the
spirit of Jesus Christ. It all accords with my own earnest
wishes and hopes, which are that | should never be in any
way ashamed, but that now, as always, | should honour
Christ with the utmost boldness by the way I live, whether
that means | am to face death or to go on living. For living
to me means simply "Christ", and if | die | should merely
gain more of him. | realise, of course, that the work which |
have started may make it necessary for me to go on living
in this world, | should find it very hard to make a choice. |
am torn in two directions - on the one hand | long to leave
this world and live with Christ, and that is obviously the
best thing for me. Yet, on the other hand, it is probably
more necessary for you that | should stay here on earth.
That is why | feel pretty well convinced that | shall not
leave this world yet, but shall be able to stand by you, to
help you forward in Christian living and to find increasing
joy in your faith. So you can look forward to making much
of me as your minister in Christ when | come to see you
again!

1:27-30 - But whatever happens, make sure that your
everyday life is worthy of the Gospel of Christ. So that
whether | do come and see you, or merely hear about you
from a distance, | may know that you are standing fastin a
united spirit, battling with a single mind for the faith of the
Gospel and not caring two straws for your enemies. The
very fact that they are your enemies is plain proof that they
are lost to God, while the fact that you have such men as
enemies is plain proof that you yourselves are being
saved by God. You are given, in this battle, the privilege
not merely of believing in Christ but also of suffering for his
sake. It is now your turn to take part in that battle you once
saw me engaged in, and which, in point of fact, | am still
fighting.

CHAPTER 2

2:1-4 - Now if your experience of Christ's
encouragement and love means anything to you, if you
have known something of the fellowship of his Spirit, and
all that it means in kindness and deep sympathy, do make
my best hope for you come true! Live together in harmony,
live together in love, as though you had only one mind and
one spirit between you. Never act from motives of rivalry
or personal vanity, but in humility think more of each other
then you do of yourselves. None of you should think only
of his own affairs, but should learn to see things from other
people's point of view.

2:5 Let Christ himself be your example as to what your
attitude should be.




